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DEPTH STUDY: The Rise of African Nationalism and the struggle for independence in
Zimbabwe.

Study the sources and then answer all the questions that follow.

Background information

Zimbabwe was called Southern Rhodesia until the 1960s. Then country was then called
Rhodesia. For a short time in the late 1970s it was called Zimbabwe-Rhodesia. Since 1980, it
has been known as Zimbabwe.

Source A

Africans in Zimbabwe were offered little in the way of education. “Do we not pay some taxes to
the government?” asked some Shona delegates. “Then we want a proper government school,
we want to see something for our money, we want proper schooling for our children.” The white
government was spending 6% percent of its revenue on African education.

From a history book published in 1984.

Source B

Men who had fought side by side with European troops, shared the same hardships and
experiences, and found that bullets did not discriminate between black and white. They were
confused when returning home that they were no longer equals with whites who had taken the
lead in ruling them.

From Zimbabwe epic, produced by Zimbabwe National Archives, 1984.

Source C

Apart from their political powers over Africans, the whites also took most of the best land in
Zimbabwe pushing Africans in the reserves. Life for Africans in the reserves was difficult as they
were overcrowded in large useless areas of land infested with tsetse fly and without water.
Whites owned large commercial farms.

From a history book published in 1974.

OECESWA 530/02/0/N/2022



Source D

We are no longer going to be able to ask for the land, but we are going to take it including all our
powers without negotiating.

Robert Mugabe addressing the NDP Youth Wing in
Zimbabwe in 1961.

Source E

A white tobacco farm in Southern Rhodesia in the 1930s.
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Now answer the following questions. Use

1. Study Source A
What does this source tell us about the reasons for the rise of the liberation struggle
in Zimbabwe? Explain your answer using the source.
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2. Study Sources B and C

How far do these sources agree on the reasons for the growth of African
nationalism in Zimbabwe? Explain your answer using details from both
sources.
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3. Study Source D Use

Why did Robert Mugabe make this speech to the Youth League in 19617 Explain
your answer by using details from the source and your knowledge.
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4. Study all the sources Use

‘Political factors were the main cause for the liberation struggle in Zimbabwe.’

How far do these sources agree with this statement? Explain your answer
using details from the sources.
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[Total: 40 marks]
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